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prevented by capitalism, secret diplomacy, the armament
trade and other morally wrong phenomena.976 The crises of
the Hitler era have produced plenty of books some of which
deserve mention here. Gilbert's and Gott's somewhat one-
sided and rather helter-skelter survey, which also betrays
insufficient familiarity with the facts of European life, never-
theless has the virtues of passionate readability.977 Bassett
attempts to defend Britain's far eastern policy; at least it makes
a change to have some nice things said about Sir John Simon,
an obstinately undeserving recipient.978 The Austrian Anschluss
has been covered in a solid doctoral dissertation.979 Munich
remains an active issue. Of all those who have written about
it, Wheeler-Bennett remains the most reliable chronicler; the
preface to the second edition (1963) reviews the recent liter-
ature.980 Curiously enough, the one attempt to treat the matter
dispassionately, by an historian too young to recall it, suffers
from being so detached as to get the flavours wrong.981 For
the most incredible actor in the whole business, the blind and
conceited Henderson, Strauch does all that is required.982
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